Young Iver Sondrol

Iver Olsen Sondrol was the son of Ole Torsteinsson Sgndrol and Gjertrud
Ivarsdatter Ellingbg. He was born in 1908, and raised with seven siblings on a
small farm in Vang i Valdres, Oppland Fylke, Norway. He married Evelyn Oas in
June 1934. This note covers the years between his birth and marriage.

Iver Olsen Sondrol (nee Ivar Olsen Sgndrol) was born on July 4, 1908 to Ole Torsteinsson Sgndrol,
a builder and carpenter, and Gjertrud Ivarsdatter Ellingbg, a dairy maid, on Nordby (32/5), a small
farm located on the edge of the village of Grindaheim in Vang i Valdres, Oppland Fylke, Norway.
At the end of 1909, the family purchased the nearby 20-acre Nordeng Farm (43/3) from a
different Ivar Sgndrol. Iver was raised on Nordeng.

Iver’s parents (couple in the middle), Ole and'Gjertrud S@ndrol (1905)

e For more about Ole Torsteinsson Sgndrol and Gjertrud Ivarsdatter Ellingbg, see Ole and
Gjertrud Sgndrol.

e For more about Vang, see A Brief History of Vang i Valdres, Oppland, Norway.
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Nordby Farm (red arrow). Ole Sgndrol originally established Nordby in 1884 as a small dairy
farm.
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The house at Nordby later burned down. Nordby’s buildings were long gone by 2013.
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Nordeng. The house was built in 1880 and the barn in 1912. A carpenter’s workshop with living
quarters was added in 1931.

This picture of Nordeng with Vangsmj@sa (Vang Lake) in fhe distance was taken sometime
before 1931 because the workshop was not present. Iver captioned it “No place like home” in
an album of photos mostly from his 1933 trip to Norway. Perhaps Iver brought this photo with

him when he emigrated to the United States in 1926, or it was given to him during his 1933 visit.
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An enlarged and colorized version of the previous photo hung in Iver and Evelyn Sondrol’s living
room for several years.

In 2013, I intended to try to duplicate the “living room” photo, but a grove of trees had grown
up where that photo was taken. This photo includes the carpenter’s workshop (left).
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Iver’s daughter Trudy inside the house where he was raised (1971). The dining table was built
by Iver’s father and used by the family. The house had become the home of Iver’s brother
Theodor and his wife Kari.

Research Notes

Vang is a “kommune”, or municipality, somewhat comparable to a township in the United States.
Valdres is a valley and traditional district in Oppland Fylke, or Oppland County. Writing “Vang i
Valdres” (Vang in Valdres) distinguishes this Vang from other municipalities named Vang found
elsewhere in Norway. In 2020, Norway reorganized its counties. Oppland was combined with
Hedmark Fylke, resulting in the creation of Innlandet Fylke. | continue to use the Oppland and
Hedmark names, because those were the names in use when our ancestors lived there.

Iver’s Birth and Baptism
Iver’s birth and baptism were captured in the parish records of Vang kirk, the Vang church.
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Iver’s b/rth (July 4, 1908) and bapt/sm (September 27, 1908) record. Note that his name was
spelled “Ivar Sgndrol”. “0” and “@” are the same letter, with “o0” primarily used in handwriting,
and “@” used in both handwriting and typed words.

Young lver Sondrol 5



< i) "f“

e

ol

The Vang Church
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Iver was the third of eight children born to Ole and Gjertrud. His siblings included the following:

Olaf (nee Olof) Olsen Sondrol, born February 23, 1899, at Ellingbg, Vang, Oppland,
Norway

Theodor (nee Teodor) Olsen Sondrol, born November 11, 1906, at Nordby, Vang,
Oppland, Norway

Knute (nee Knut) Olsen Sondrol, born December 1, 1909 at Nordby, Vang, Oppland,
Norway

Ole Olsen Sondrol, born November 29, 1911, at Nordeng, Vang, Oppland, Norway
Bjarne Olsen Sondrol, born October 6, 1913, at Nordeng, Vang, Oppland, Norway

Berit Olsdatter Sondrol, born June 24, 1915, at Nordeng, Vang, Oppland, Norway

Ragna Olsdatter Sondrol, born April 11, 1920, at Nordeng, Vang, Oppland, Norway

Iver with his grandmother Berit Ellingbg
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Iver reported that when he was growing up, he shared a bed with two brothers. There were
three boys per bed upstairs in the house, at least until oldest brother Olaf left for the United
States in 1914. Their younger sisters had their own beds downstairs.

All of their clothes were made of wool, including socks and undergarments. Cotton and linen
were luxuries that few people in this part of Norway could afford in those days.

Iver got his first set of skis when he was six years old. His father made his skis.

Iver was especially close to his mother and to his grandmother, and he spent long periods of his
childhood living with his Ellingbg grandparents. Grandmother Berit Ellingbg often called Iver her
“golden egg”. Iver kept every letter that his mother sent to him in America, neatly tied with
ribbons in his den’s desk drawer.

Research Notes

For years, it was customary for people to take the name of the farm where they lived as a
surname, so family members from one generation often had different surnames than their
parents. Surnames began to be passed down through the father from one generation to the next
in the 1800s. This made it easier to follow family lines across generations. But even though the
names finally stabilized, the spellings often didn’t. There were alphabetic changes (e.g., “y” =
“@” and “0” =» “0”), spelling variants (e.g., “-sen” vs. “-son”, “-datter” vs. “-dotter”, “Knut” vs.
“Knud” vs. “Knudt”), and name Americanization for those who emigrated to the United States
(e.g., “Syndrol” and “Sgndrol” =» “Sondrol” and “Sonderall”). In general, | have tried to use the
name variants that the person settled on later in life, but have sometimes noted earlier variants,
such as those used in birth, baptism and early census records.
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The 1910 Norway Census

Norway conducts a census every ten years. The 1910 Norway Census was the most recent one
made available on Ancestry at this writing, and it was the first to include Iver. Norwegian digital
archives have the 1920 census, but the Sondrols were included with the Rev. Louis Fyrwald
household at the church manse. At the time, Fyrwald was the then-new-to-Vang minister at the
Vang church. The Sondrols were probably visiting the Fyrwalds when the census taker came
around and were recorded where they were at rather than where they lived.

2. Husliste over folketallet 1ste december 1910.

Iver appeared with his family in the 1910 Norway Census. His father’s occupations included
farmwork, silverwork, motor boat driver and carpenter. On other records, including Iver’s birth
record, Ole’s occupation has been listed as master builder. His mother’s occupations included
farmwork, housekeeper, and dairy maid. Although not mentioned here, Gjertrud also did
weaving and needlework.
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Education
In the 1940 United States Census, Iver reported having completed 10 years of school.

Iver attended the old Kattevoll school, located near Nordeng, for two years. The Kattevoll

school was the second permanent school built in Vang.

o 7 44
Inside the old Kattevoll school
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Iver later attended this school, called the Fredheim School. Iver’s father and Ole Bge built the
Fredheim School, Vang’s then-secondary school, in Grindaheim village.

The minister at the Vang Church, Rev. Louis Carl Albert Fyrwald, wrote a message in a bible given
to lver at the completion of confirmation classes when Iver was 14 years old. Although Iver was
not particularly religious in the traditional sense, he had fond memories of Fyrwald.

Louis Fyrwald, minister at Vang Church from 1920 to 1930
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Rev. Fyrwald was a Lutheran minister originally from Denmark. But Fyrwald did not accept all
the common tenets of the Lutheran faith. For example, he didn’t believe in heaven and hell, but
rather taught his young students to live the good life through his words and his example. This
philosophy appealed to Iver throughout his life.

The Seter

The seter, or summer mountain farm, is a Norwegian tradition that dates back at least to the 7t
century. Like many Vang farmers, Iver’s family had a seter, theirs on the shore of Ngrdre Syndin
Lake, high up the mountain above Grindaheim. During the summer months, milk-producing
livestock — cows and goats, in particular — were moved up the mountain to take advantage of the
much larger grazing area that was only available that time of year. The abundance of grazing
lands resulted in much greater milk production, with as much as two-thirds of the year’s milk
production reportedly coming in these summer months.

Family members and in particular the older children stayed in seter cottages for the entire
summer so that they could tend to the livestock, take care of the milking, and start the process
of converting the milk into butter and cheese that could be stored and used during the following
winter. Much of their time was spent outside. Sleeping arrangements were tight in the small
cottage. There was a long bed and a short bed, but most of the kids slept on the floor. Iver spent
several summers tending to livestock at the Sondrol seter.

View of Vangsmjgsa from the Sondrolsrampa road, about halfway to the family’s seter
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The Sondrol seter on Ngrdre Syndin Lake in 2006. The names of the eight Sondrol children were
scratched into the glass of one of the window panes.

The Sondrol seter in the 1980s
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Iver’s cousin Birger Bge and Iver’s sisters B
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Research Notes

Some refer to these cottages as hytte. A hytte is basically a modern version of a seter, but it is
more about being a cottage to get away to for a few days rather than something whose purpose
is farming-related. This was a seter when Iver was young, but today it functions as a hytte.

Emigration to the United States

Iver’s uncle Knute Ellingboe, a brother of Iver's mother Gjertrud, was a banker in Milaca,
Minnesota who also owned several farms in the area. Knute sent Iver a letter offering him a job
on those farms. lver emigrated from Norway to the United States, arriving on March 10, 1926
when he was 17 years old.

Knute and Thora Ellingboe

The Immigration Act of 1924 transformed the United States immigration process. By 1926,
immigrants could be processed at American embassies in their country of origin, and on their
arrival boats in New York Harbor. Ellis Island was no longer used as a general immigrant
processing station. Rather, it was mainly used to detain immigrants who had problems with their
paperwork, to process war refugees and others who could not be processed at the embassies,
and to detain some immigrants for deportation.

Iver reported that he came through Ellis Island when he arrived in the United States. Because
this was in 1926, there was likely a problem with his paperwork when he arrived.
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Iver Sondrol appears on the passenger //st for the S.S. Bergensfjord, //ne 14, which sailed from
Oslo, Norway on February 26, 1926, and arrived in New York Harbor on March 10. Iver was
just 17 years old, he carried only 525, and he listed farmhand as his occupation.
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Iver was one of two passengers listed on the pages who did not have a checkmark at his name,
but instead had a line drawn across his entry. He also did not have a “mark of identification”
code. This suggests that his arrival was treated somewhat differently than for most of the
others on his ship.
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Although the ship had staterooms, a poor immigrant like Iver would have traveled aboard the

ship in 3 Class. 3™ Class sleeping berths aboard the S.S. Bergensfjord (left); 3™ Class dining
aboard the S.S. Bergensfjord (right)
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Research Notes

Iver’s younger brother Knute emigrated to the United States in 1924 when he had just turned 15
years old — Knute’s occupation on the ship’s passenger list was “Schoolboy”. Knute also initially
settled in Milaca, Minnesota to work for their uncle Knute Ellingboe. Iver’s oldest brother, Olaf,
had emigrated to the United States in 1914. He originally settled in Minneapolis, but he was
living in Massachusetts when Knute and Iver emigrated.

Iver’s Early Years in the United States

After Iver arrived in the United States, he headed straight to Milaca, and moved in with Knute
and Thora. But there was no job waiting for him, so Iver and his brother Knute moved to
Minneapolis. Iver found it difficult to get a job there because he spoke little English at the time.

Undated photo of Knute Ellingboe and Iver

He finally found work near Calhoun Lake, Minnesota. It was very hard farm work, and Iver ended
up with a series of illnesses there, including the measles, prompting him to return to Milaca.
Once he got there, however, the Ellingboes wouldn’t let him into their house. So, Iver moved in
for a month with some distant relatives in the area, Andrew and Mary Hauge. Once he was back
on his feet, he found short term farm work near Hector, Minnesota plowing fields with a team of
four horses.
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Finally, back in Milaca, he worked at his uncle’s bank, the Milaca State Bank, where he started as
a janitor, preparing the bank to open each morning, although he gained more responsibilities
over time, such as cashing checks, rolling coins and firing the furnace. Then, Iver got a job at a
local hardware store, earning $20/month for the ten months he worked there.
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Downtown Milaca, Minnesota in the 1920s, including the Milaca State Bank building (red arrow)
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In this undated photo, Iver is sitting on the right, next to his uncle Knute Ellingboe. Iver’s brother
Knute is in the middle. Andrew Hauge is on the left.
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Nordahl Flaten owned a confectionary grocery store on the south side of Minneapolis. Iver’s
father and Nordahl’s mother were brother and sister. When Nordahl’s brother left the store and
moved to California in 1927, Nordahl reached out to his cousin and offered Iver a job. Iver
accepted the job, moved to Minneapolis and became a clerk at the store.
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Flaten’s Grocery Store was located at 2507 East 38 Street (left); Nordahl Flaten (r), his W'fe
Almida (I) and their four children (about 1930).

Iver had picked up some English by this point, as Thora Ellingboe was a teacher, and lver
interacted with customers while working at the hardware store in Milaca. While he was working
at Flaten’s, Iver enrolled in the nearby Simmons School, where he took English language classes.
Iver was speaking fluent English within a year.
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Iver at about 19 years old when he was working at Flaten’s grocery store (1927-1928 or 1929)

Nordahl Flaten’s grocery store was located at 2507 East 38%™ Street on the south side of
Minneapolis. Iver and his brother Knute lived less than two blocks away at 3936 25™ Avenue
South, where they were boarders living with a pair of sisters, Mildred and Lillian Skattos. The
family of Oscar and Emma Oas lived just around the corner from the store at 3809 26™ Avenue
South, and were among those in the neighborhood who shopped at Flaten’s store. This is where
Iver met their daughter Evelyn in 1927.

Evelyn winked at Iver as he scooped an ice cream cone for her, the start of a courtship that lasted
for years. They married in 1934.
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Iver was a boarder at 3936 25 Avenue South for a numberiof years dfter getting hired at
Flaten’s.

The Oas family lived at 3809 26™ Avenue South when daughter Evelyn met Iver at Flaten’s in
1928. Iver and Evelyn were married in the living room of this house in 1934.

Young lver Sondrol
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Janney, Semple, Hill
By late 1928 or early 1929, Nordahl Flaten’s brother had returned from California and reclaimed
his job at the store, so Iver found himself out of work. Discouraged, he contemplated returning

to Norway.

But three weeks later, he got an office job with Janney, Semple, Hill & Company, a hardware
wholesale company based in Minneapolis. Iver would go on to work for Janney, Semple, Hill for
more than 20 years. For his first several years with the company, he worked as a clerk in a
number of departments in their Minneapolis headquarters, from shipping and order fulfillment
to catalog preparation.

MAIN BUILDING
With Offices

20 to 36
South Second Street

WAREHOUSE
With Trackage

19 to 29 South
First Street

Janney, Semple, Hill’s headquarters and main warehouse in Minneapolis when Iver worked
there
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Iver (left) and his broth

Young lver Sondrol

er Knute in 1930

Established 1866

Janney, Semple, Hill & Co.

Jobbers of
Shelf and Heavy Hardware, Cutlery, Sporting
Goods, Toys, Radio and Supplies, Bicycles,
Furniture, Stoves and Furnaces, Elec-
trical Supplies, Automotive Acces-

sories and Supplies

20--36 South Second Street

Minneapolis,
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Undated picture of Iver. By 1933, Iver was living at 3744 215t Avenue South, Minneapolis (right).

1933 Return to Norway

In 1933, Iver returned to Norway to visit his family. But to do so, he needed a passport, and to

get a passport, he had to be a U.S. citizen. Iver was naturalized as a U.S. citizen on February 8,
1933.

. 3608400

Iver’s naturalization record
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On top deck, en route to Norway on the S.S. Starvangerfjord (1933)

Young lver Sondrol
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Lady’s man Iver Sondrol, aboard the S.S. Starvangerfjord (1933)
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From left to right, father Ole, Iver, sister Berit, brother Theodor, sister Ragna, brother Bjarne,
and mother Gjertrud at Nordeng (1933)

Young lver Sondrol
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From left to right, father Ole, brother Theodor, Iver, brother Ole, brother Bjarne, and sister
Ragna at Nordeng (1933)
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Iver and his mother Gjertrud at the family’s seter (1933)

Young lver Sondrol
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Iver returned to the United States that August.

of 3 e "
LIST OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS 186
(FOR THE IMMIGRATION. AUTHORITIES)
NSPJORD" sailing from 0310, ¥omAY , Aua, 222 , 1933 | Arriving at Port of New York Aus3113
O xe NANNIN #UL 1 NATIVE OF UNITED STATES INSULAR POSSESSION OR | 19 NATURALL 1 NAME AND LOCATION OF COURT
o — — 1¥ NATIVE OF UNITED STATES, GIVE DATE AND WHICH 1881 ED NATURALIZATION PAPERS, ADDRESS 1N UNITED STATES
. iidoks S v N PLACE OF BIRTH (CITY OR TOWN AND STATE) AND BATE OF PAFERS
C District court, King County, . E. How Street,
1 Becalund, Ragna. Seattle. Wash. Novbr, 26th 1927, Tash.
Pérthoertificate issued at Dept. of Health, 9214, Ridge Blvd.
2 Jorn June oth 1919, Brooklyn, W.Y. Brooklyn. N.Y. #el733. Brooklya, ¥.Y.
Paswport ¢ 533565, 12, Predrick Street,
3 Brendt, Alfhild July 20d 1332, Wash, 0.0, Bartford, Cona..
‘ do Hervert Jan, 30th 1928, Hartford, Comn. do do
Passport #4154, 1311, ¥, Ochos Street,
5 Carlsen, Betty March 3lst 1933, 1 Paso, Texan,
o 4 Tlorence Septbr. 18th 1935, Los Angeles, Cal, 4o o
Passport No, 3025 issusd
( T Frecdsen, Asoe K, Washington,D,C. March 25th 1933 Casper, Wyo.
8 do Anna M. May 2uth 1926, Cesper. Wyoming. do do
Passport $453543, {40, 45th Street,
0 Hansen, ¥ils Fovbr, 28t 1931, Wash, D.C. Brooklyn, W.Y..
Superior court. Walla Walla Sounty, 1823, Dean Ave.,
10 Hanson, Poter Walls Walla, Wash, Aoril 8th 1925, Spokane. Tast
Comon Pleas court, Hudson County, 1048, 70th Street,
" Jensen, Aaton Jersey City. W.J. Wov. 5th 1#96, Brooklyn, W.Y.
District court, Easter Distriet of WY, 9401, Wogan Terr,
12 Jensen, Marie Br.lyn, . M.Y. Juse 2nd 1927, Brooklyn. ¥.Y.
District court, of U,8,
18| senien; Nels' Marius Dawson. ¥onta, Juae 7th 1913, Lindsay Mont .
Passport p2ogk3, 529, 53rd Street,
" Johason, Jobndine S.F. June 3rd 1933, Wesh. D.C. Brooklyn. ¥.Y..
Suprese court, Madison County, 44, Utica Street,
15 yarees, fagna Hamilton, We¥e day 17th 1915, Baatlton. .Y,
1 do Andrew Gordon Octbr, 31.1923. Hamiltoa. N.Y. do
3 rt, of U.S, 50, E. 140tk Street,
1T Langred, Peter 5 8 e New York. N.Y. Aug. loth 1g2l.
Supreme court, Westchester County,
u Clars Nedverg 4o £ a White Plains. N.Ys April 2ith 1931,
¥ d Ruth 6 4 £ s May lith 1927. Port Chester. N.Y. do do
0| e odd 1 - 3 do do
{ District court, St Louts. County,
- 2 olsen, Petter Eail 30 s Duluth, Uinn. Aug. 27th 1930, Proctor. Minn,
€ / Peusport $24845 329, 53rd Street
2 Sale. Daguar Johnson 27 a May Tlst 1933, sh, D.C. Brooklyn. W.Y.
District court. Suffolk County, 21, Terrasse ave,
v Sand, Nells 60 -/' - Boston. Mass, June 15th 1527, Bot
7] Circuit court, 3. K.Orove Street,
Sandberg, Andrew 17 - ) 2l Chirewa Falls, Wis, Seotbr. 24tk 1506, Chiprewn Palls, Wis,
P g District court, Heanipin County, 3809, 26th Ave. so.
% Sandrol, Tver 3 1 . Minn, Febr. Btk 13933, Minneapolis. Minn.
Parsport golle, 319, #3rd Streest
2 Severic, Laurite L} April 10th 1933, Wash. D.C. Brooklyn, ¥.Y.
Paswport #1744, 185, Plessaut Str.
o Wosler, Valbtorg » May 15th 1333, Wesh. D.C. Nilton, Mass,
L \ <0, "
20 J\
0 (
¢
. Line
Owne:
Local Agen!
IMPORTANT NOTICE.—1. Great care should be taken not to place on this list the name of any passenger who was not born in the United States or who has not taken out final naturalization papers.
2. Where one or more members of a family are aliens, the names of all such members should be recorded upon the alien ma Suitable notation may be made upon such
manifest opposite the names of those members who claim citizenship.
3. Failure to observe the tarms of this notice may result in delay to passengers at the port of arri
4. List on this form only United States citizens or citizens of an insular possession of the United States. B

Iver left Norway on August 22" and arrived back in the United States on August 31°.
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Marriage
The following year, six years after first meeting at Flaten’s grocery store, Iver and Evelyn were
married in the living room of her parents’ home on June 30, 1934.

e For more about Iver and Evelyn’s married years, see Iver and Evelyn Sondrol.

Prepared by Mark David Wasson
Last updated July 31, 2025

Young lver Sondrol

32



